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•

•

•

•

•

Take a map and mark public lands,
elementary and high schools, shopping areas,
housing districts, and offices. Look at the
general destinations and identify the property
owners between those destinations. By the way,
do not put a line on the map where your trail
will go until you have talked to the involved
landowners!
Talk to the involved landowners. Ask them
their ideas about a greenway. Ask if they will
become part of the initial group looking at the
feasibility of a greenway.
Seek guidance from local and state agencies.
Check out potential funding sources. Find out
what might be involved in obtaining necessary
permits. Apply for the transportation planning
money.
Prepare a more professional map. Make a
line for the route if the property owners have
agreed they want their land to be part of the
plan.
Publish the .map in the local paper. Write
detailed articles for the paper and talk about
those serving on the committee.

•

Hold large public meetings with the maps.
Have rough plans prepared to discuss with the
group.
Seek initial funding, remembering
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act (ISTEA) and Land and Water Conservation
Fund (LWCF).

•

Begin major fundraising locally, statewide,
and nationally. Grant applications have due
dates. Now is the time to start turning in the
applications.

•

•
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Acquire the land through a formal
arrangement. Land can be donated, given by a
deed of easement, and, if necessary, purchased
in fee simple. If the property owner wants to
wait longer to see if the project will go through,
they can sign a letter of intent which, as a side
benefit, helps build support for the trail.
Prepare the plans and specifications.
Depending on the sources of money, these plans
and specs will vary in detail. For a hiking trail,
plans can be more vague. For a bicycle or
pedestrian path using transportation funds,

design standards must be followed. And don't
forget to apply for necessary permits.
•

Begin construction. If the projeCt is a bicycle
or pedestrian path, this will happen after going
out to bid and selecting the most appropriate
contractor. If the project is a simple trail on
public land and permission to construct the trail
has been given, construction can begin after
gaining the necessary permit.

•

Say thanks to all who donated money, land,
volunteer time, or just enthusiasm.

•

Maintain and enhance the path.
Plant
flowers, cut grass, put in a bench, and start
planning for the greenway extension.

Reprinted from the August, 1993 issue of Parks &
Recreation by special permission of the National
Recreation and Park Association.
The Future
Development Projects for Winnebago County Forest
Preserve District Budget include:

•

Sugar River Alder Public Access
$170,000 This project shall provide funds for

the new 160 acre addition to Sugar River
Alder Forest Preserve. Development shall
include a new entrance road, parking,
equestrian access, demolition of an existing
farmstead, and construction of a shelterhouse,
well, and restrooms.

•

Pecatonica Wetlands Reforestation
$20,000 This project shall provide funding to

purchase trees and materials to protect and
accelerate growth of trees as part of the
Winnebago County Forest Preserve District's
reforestation of this newly acquired tract.

•

Macktown Historic District Improvements
$132,000 This project shall provide funding

to move golf holes adjacent to the Historic
District as per the Thomas Graceffa ·&
Associates Master Plan. The project will also
provide a well and restrooms at the Whitman
Trading Post.

•

Pecatonica Wetlands Restoration
$80,000 The project consists of constructing

three water control structures on ex1stmg
wetlands to improve and increase wetland

Boone and Winnebago Regional Greenways Plan

In Conclusion
A Reason Why
by Beverly Moore,
Greenways Project Coordinator
An explorer drove out to Keiselberg Forest Preserve
looking for a greenway along Mitchell Road that
could provide a linkage south toward Rock Cut State
Park. She walked and observed two gray haired
One plane
gentlemen flying model airplanes.
attempted to take off and as the speed increased ,
flipped end over end . One of the men walked over to
the plane and examined it for damages . The other
placed his plane at the end of the open field . The
plane sped away, climbed and circled overhead , flew
back again, gently landed on the ground, and stopped
at the feet of the man holding the remote control unit.
Enjoyment was there.
The explorer drove to the Long Prairie Trail in
Capron. She saw a young man and woman with three
children as they stopped at a picnic table along the
path. Two of the children climbed from a trailer
behind their father's bicycle. The family had decided
to ride from their home in Poplar Grove to Capron on
this Sunday afternoon for a ptcmc supper.
Companionship was there.
The young man remarked how much he would have
appreciated a recreation trail such as the Long Prairie
Trail on his epic bicycle ride from Poplar Grove,
Illinois, to Alaska fifteen years ago. He mentioned
that Minnesota had afforded some enjoyable moments
along a lengthy portion of a green corridor across that
state, but many other parts of the country were more
difficult to traverse due to the lack of a trails system.
The explorer then traveled to the Pecatonica Prairie
Path to walk west from Sumner Park. As she walked,
she encountered three equestrians. The explorer stood
quietly and waited for a teenage girl to convince her
skittish horse to continue on the way. They passed,
seeming to understand that neither would harm the
other. The explorer continued on her way enjoying
the aroma of wild flowers, watching gray clouds cross
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the sky that would soon bring refreshing showers to
the plants along the trail. A rabbit ran along the trail
and stopped for a moment to look at the explorer. A
snake slithered into the weeds, his morning sunbath
interrupted. Partnership with nature was there.
On Monday morning the explorer went to the city and
stopped at the Rock River Recreation Path. Young
men in white shirts and ties sat at the picnic table
eating lunch from the refreshment wagon . Two
young women walked by, dressed in skirts and tennis
shoes, obviously enjoying an opportunity to be
outside and away from enclosed offices. Young
mothers and their small children walked and played
along the path. One mother on rollerblades held onto
the back of her child's bike for a pleasant ride along
the trail. A young couple held hands and walked
through the rose gardens adjacent to the path.
An older woman accompanied by a young couple
stooped to pull weeds from around a tree along the
path. When they left, the explorer walked to the tree
and read the plaque: "When you see the little tree,
stop awhile and think of me. Thomas Lindsay. 19221992." Memories were there.
As the explorer continued on, a frail lady dressed in
white to keep the sun from her skin came alongside.
The lady commented on the beauty of the day and
remembered the times she and her late husband had
walked hand in hand along the trail. She remembered
the past. Peace was there.
What had begun for the explorer as a search for
linkages of greenspaces had ended as a discovery of
the real significance of greenways.
Greenways
provide exercise for the physical body, avenues of
travel for plants and animals, preservation of the
ecosystem, and more : enjoyment, companionship,
memories, and peace.
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The IEPA rates the Kishwaukee River and its
tributaries "good."
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources uses a
five tiered alphabetic classification system based on
the abundance and diversity of fish and other aquatic
life:
Class A excellent, unique aquatic resource; fishery
species abundant and diverse
Class B highly valued aquatic resource; a good
fishery for important gamefish species, but may be
somewhat below expectations for stream size and
geographic region
Class C fair, or moderate, aquatic resource; species
and numbers of fish intolerant of pollutants
reduced . Fishery consists mainly of bullheads,
sunfish, carp, and similar species that are able to
live in contaminated waters.
Class D
limited aquatic resource; poor fisher
conditions dominated by carp and other fish tolerant
of pollutants
Class E restricted, very poor aquatic resource with
few fish of any species present. No sport fishery
exists.
In Illinois, 24 of 900 inland rivers and streams are
rated Class A. Among them are segments of the
Kishwaukee River, portions of Rush and Piscasaw
Creeks, and sections of the Sugar River.
Of the more than 340 miles of streams in the
Kishwaukee River Basin, most are rated Class B.
None are rated as limited or restricted waterways.
The 64-mile main branch of the Kishwaukee River
stretches from its headwaters south of Woodstock in
McHenry County, across Boone County through
downtown Belvidere and into Winnebago County
southwest through Cherry Valley and past the Greater
Rockford Airport before it empties into the Rock
River.
The Kishwaukee River Basin covers 786,100 acres in
McHenry, Boone, Winnebago, Ogle, DeKalb, Lee
and Kane counties. Major streams that make up the
Kishwaukee River Basin include the Kishwaukee
River and its south and north branches and the
Mokeler, Beaver, Kilbuck, Owens, Piscasaw, Rush
and Coon creeks. The largest cities in the river basin
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are DeKalb (about 35,000) and Belvidere (about
17 ,000). Of the 341 stream miles assessed in the
Kishwaukee River Basin in 1995, based on the latest
data available, overall resource quality was "good" on
291 miles and "fair" on 50 stream miles. The primary
causes of water quality problems are nutrients,
siltation and noxious aquatic plants attributed to
agriculture and urban runoff sources. Source: Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency
The Rock River enters Illinois just south of Beloit. It
then flows in a southwesterly direction until it joins
the Mississippi River at Rock Island. The Rock River
Basin covers a total of I ,402,500 acres in Boone,
Winnebago, Ogle, Carroll, Whiteside, Lee, Rock
Island, Henry, Bureau, and Mercer counties. The
major cities in the basin are Rockford (139,943) and
Dixon (15, 134). The majority of the basin is in
agricultural lands. Major streams which comprise the
Rock River Basin include the Rock River, Pecatonica
River, Middle Creek, Leaf River, Mud Creek, Kyle
River, Green River, Three Mile Creek, Elkhorn
Creek, Rock Creek, Mill Creek and Sugar River.
In Illinois, the Rock River flows within this basin for
166.9 miles of its total 318 miles. The Rock River
receives the drainage of three major streams: the
Pecatonica River, Kishwaukee River and Green
River. Of the total river miles in this basin, 69 stream
miles have "good" overall resource quality and 97.9
Nutrients
stream miles have "fair" conditions.
(phosphorus) were the major cause of water quality
problems due to point source pollution and
agriculture.

Appendix D: Organizations and Individuals Involved in the Boone and
Winnebago Regional Greenways Plan
Beverly Moore,
Greenways Project Coordinator
•
•
•
•

Belvidere Park District
Boone County Conservation District
Boone County Planning Department
City of Rockford

•
•
•
•
•

Natural Land Institute
Rockford Area Transportation Study
Rockford Park District
Winnebago County Forest Preserve District
Winnebago County Planning Department
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Appendix E:
Plans and Resolution
Agreements from Local Communities

•

Vilhige of Caledonia Resolution dated July 15,
1997

•

Village of Machesney Park Comprehensive Plan
prepared by Trkia, Pettigrew, Allen & Payne, Inc.,
1994

•

Belvidere-Boone County Planning Commission
Resolution dated August 19,1997

•

Belvidere Park District Mast(!r Plan Update, 1994

•

Winnebago County 2010 Plan

•

Bonus Township Resolution dated July 10, 1997

•

Winnebago County Forest Preserve Plan

•

Boone County Board Resolution dated September
10, 1997

•

Boone County Conservation District Open Space
Plan by Steve Weller, EcoLogic Planning Inc.,
May, 1997

•

Candlewick Lake Association Resolution dated
June 3, 1997

•

City of Belvidere Resolution dated September 16,
1997

•

City of Loves Park Comprehensive Plan, adopted
August 18, I ~97

•

Kishwaukee Riverfront Plan as prepared by Teska
Associates in 1987 with 1990 Master Plari Update

•

Manchester Township Resolution dated August
12, 1997

•

Roscoe Area Parks and Recreation Master Plan,
May, 1996

•

Shirland Township Comprehensive Land Use
Plan

•

Spring Township Resolution dated August 12, 1997
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Appendix F: Sources of Information
•

Greeriways of America by Charles E. Little

•

Northeastern lllirwis Regional Greenways
Plan developed by The Northeastern Illinois
Planning Commission

•

Greenways: An Introduction, Land Trust
Alliance

•

Green ways, A Guide to,Planning, Design, and
Development by Charles A. Flink and Robert
M. Seams

•

Illinois State Traits Plan, dated May 1, 1995

•

Economic and Tax Implications of Rail- Trails,
an Illinois Railbanking Study, dated
September, 1990

•

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan from the
City of Beloit prepared by Steve Clark
Associates
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