
 
 

RMAP Mobility Subcommittee 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
YWCA 

4990 East State Street 
Rockford, IL 61108 

 
ATTENDEES:  Steve Haight, Careers, Etc., John Slattengren, Boone County Council on Aging; Lisa 
Brown, RMTD; Dyanna Chandler, Council of Neighborhood Org.; John Strandin, The Workforce 
Connection; Dennis Hendricks, RMTD; Paula Hughes, RMTD; Owen Carter, City of Rockford Human 
Services; Fred Frank, Barbara Olson Center for Hope; Maria C Hawley, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
of Northern IL; Tricia Diduch, Village of Machesney Park; Jen Jacky, RAMP; Jon Paul Diipla, RMAP; 
Michael Maddox, RMAP 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Thomas Bona; Rockford Register Star 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Haight called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
 
2. INTRODUCTIONS:  Attendees introduced themselves. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion by Chairman Haight to approve the agenda.  Motion moved by 
Dennis Hendricks, RMTD; seconded by Owen Carter, City of Rockford Human Services.  Motion carried. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF THE 11/10/09 MOBILITY SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:  Chairman 
Haight entertained a motion to approve the minutes.  Jon Paul Diipla, RMAP commented that there was 
a typo on the minutes.  They should read 11/10.  Motion was made Own Carter, City of Rockford Human 
Services, seconded by Dyanna Chandler, Council of Neighborhood Org.  Motion carried.  
 
5. HSTP PROJECT UPDATES:  RMAP and RMTD staff provided an update on the current JARC and 
New Freedom projects, specifically an update on the feeder service project and the implementation 
issues that have come to the forefront in recent months.  There was a discussion on a RMTD meeting 
that was held prior to this meeting that discussed mobility needs throughout the region.  The 
organizations that were represented in this meeting are looking for ways to get employees home after 
working hours.  They will be participating in the Mobility Subcommittee to try and resolve these issues 
through future JARC and New Freedom allocations.  RMAP Staff commented that Lifescape will be 
conducting a survey and may be adding transportation questions that the subcommittee may be able to 
utilize.  RAMP offered on plausible use of upcoming funding to start a late night taxi service for disabled 
individuals.  RMTD explained that funding for vehicles for such a service would have to come through 
their organization.  RMAP Staff gave the status on the FY2009 and future funding marks that were 
released in the federal register.  It might be possible to use New Freedom funding on bus shelters to 
keep the money from lapsing.  RMAP Staff had previously prepared a bus shelter map and was looking 
for comments on it from RMTD and the Subcommittee.      
 



 
 

6. & 7.  DISCUSSION AND COMMUNICATIONS: RMAP Staff informed the Subcommittee that it is 
currently in the process of updating it Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and that it will be holding 
3 open houses, one on Wednesday March 10, 2010 from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM at its downtown offices.  
Then two will be held on Thursday March 11, 2010, one being at Belvidere City Hall from 11:00 AM to 
2:00 PM and the other at Machesney Park Village Hall from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  At these meetings, 
RMAP Staff will be presenting mapping products and a policy paper to gain feedback from the general 
public on regional planning efforts.  A tentative completion date for this document is June 2010.   
 
RMTD explained they will be getting two hybrid vehicles through the TIGGER program and other grants 
they applied for through various programs contained in ARRA. 
 
Chairman Haight commented that it is important to make the general public aware on how all these 
different funding sources function.  He spoke at the Rockford Jobs Council on his work with the Mobility 
Subcommittee and the explained to them how transit funding works.  This group was concerned with the 
recent RMTD fair increase.  Discussion ensued on the coordination needed to provide efficient transit 
services. 
 
There is a tentative plan for RMAP Executive Director Stephen K. Ernst to come and speak to the 
Mobility Subcommittee on the Federal Urban Circulator Program at their next meeting.  
 
8. PROGRESS REPORTS:   

1. Free Rides for seniors are still increasing.  Ridership numbers in general are slightly 
down because of the economic downturn.  The recent fare increase may have an 
impact on the ridership numbers also.  RMTD has also noticed that some 
organizations that cater to disabled clients are not taking advantage of half priced 
fares. 

2. Title VI and Environmental Justice will be updated along with the LRTP process.  It is 
difficult to surmise the impact of the fare increase as of this time because of other 
factors. 

3. ARRA – Currently RMTD is making an amendment to the RMAP TIP to include Inter-
City Passenger money and to rearrange TIGGER money at the request of IDOT.  

 
9.     ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Mr. Slattengren and seconded by Ms. Chandler, meeting   
adjourned at 11:07 a.m. 
 


