
 

 

	
RMAP Mobility Subcommittee 

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 12, 2013 

RMTD East Side Transfer Center 

725 North Lyford Road 

Rockford, IL 61107 

 

ATTENDEES:  Chairman Steve Haight; Linda Sheridan, Illinois Growth Enterprises; Rhonda West, RAMP 

Lisa Brown, RMTD; Janna Bailey, Wesley Willows; Jon Paul Diipla, Colleen Hoesly, Christina Washington, 

RMAP. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  None 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Haight called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 

2. INTRODUCTIONS:  Attendees introduced themselves. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Chairman Haight entertains a motion to approve the agenda.  First 

Motion was made by Ms. West, RAMP; seconded by Ms. Janna Bailey, Wesley Willows.  Motion carried. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF THE 9/10/13 MOBILITY SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:   

Chairman Haight entertained a motion to approve the September 10, 2013 minutes.  First motion was made 

by Ms. Rhonda West, RAMP; seconded by Ms. Linda Sheridan, Illinois Growth Enterprises.  Motion carried.   

 

5. RMTD COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS PRESENTATION: 

Ms. Brown stated that the reconfiguring of the RMTD route system is complete and RMTD will be holding a 

series of information sessions on its new route structure and route revisions during the week of November 18, 

2013.  The informational sessions will be held at the following times and locations: 

 Monday, November 18, 2013 at 10:00am at the RMTD East Side Transfer Center (725 Lyford Road) 

 Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 2:00pm at the Rockford Public Library Montague Branch 

 Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 6:30pm at the Rockford Public Library Main Branch 

Ms. Brown stated that RMTD believes that they have a really good route system now.  Ms. Brown stated that 

their West State Street Route is 60 minutes instead of 45 because they added a loop to Pierpont up to Auburn 

up to Johnston which should a better connection to School Street.  The end of the route is being changed by 

turning down Euclid to Atwood and come up Westmoreland which is significant because there is better 

stopping and better places for bus shelters and bus tops once the new system is in place. 
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Huffman Road is paired with Kilburn.  The North Main Route is having the peaks being taken out.  Basically 

all the peaks are being taken out of all the whole system.  This means everything is going to leave at 15 

minutes after the hour.  Overall this is a good thing because it will make a better connection for the 45 

minute route that is being changed to a 60 minute route.  Ms. Brown indicated that they are hearing that 

some riders use the peaks to do some errands before making their transfer to their final destination so this 

might be revisited after the first of the year.  But in order to do some other things, Ms. Brown stated that 

RMTD had to watch their budget and they felt it that those peak times could come out but RMTD will see 

how it plays out. 

Ms. Brown stated that they are still going to deviate to RESA twice a day on the Clifton Route. 

The Kilburn Route which is now paired with Huffman Route will now go to Collier Gardens and then up to 

Wal-Mart so there will be ample service to Wal-Mart on Riverside (Westside).  Previously the route was 

every 90 minutes but now it will be every hour with two routes for connection.  The Kilburn Route will 

deviate to Center of Hope as well twice a day. 

Ms. Brown stated that Saturday service is being added to the South Main Route. 

East State Street Route is still a behemoth of a route, but the big thing there is Cherry Vale and Magic Waters 

are being removed from this route and they will become their own route.  This will free up some time on the 

East State Street Route.  The East State Street Route will still connect to the East Side Transfer Center in 

addition to the two new routes being added. 

The Charles Street Route change is the peak times will be eliminated. 

The Rural Route is a significant change; it is being changed to a 30 minute route and it will no longer connect 

to the East State Street Route at Fairview and Lynmar.  It will be taken down Parkview and it will hit PA 

Peterson and then swing by the School of Medicine, then it will pick up IL-251 via the turn around and come 

back into Rockford.  It will have access to the Nicholas Conservatory and that strip on North Second Street 

that was served previously.  Ms. Brown stated that RMTD is hearing that it will be a well receive change. 

The peaks are being eliminated from the 7th Street Route. 

City Loop North and South (#16 and #17) are having the VA Clinic added.  

Ms. Brown stated there are two new routes #18 (Bell School Route) and #19 (Cherry Vale Express Route).  

The Bell School Route (#18) is a 40 minute route and will connect in and out of the East Side Transfer Center 

and it will express downtown twice a day but the origination point is the East Side Transfer Center.  It goes 

up to the Swedish American Cancer Center and it is tied to the #19 Route which is the Cherry Vale Express 

(which is a 20 minute route).  The stops on the Cherry Vale Express Route are Cherry Vale, Magic Waters 

and Wal-Mart on East State Street.  Ms. Brown stated that the only thing that RMTD is hesitant about is that 

any rider using the Cherry Vale Express Route will have to pay a twenty five (25) cent zone fare unless they 

have a free ride pass.  Cherry Vale does not subsidize this route so RMTD has to do something to offset the 

cost. 
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The Alpine cross town’s only change is the loop by the post office. RMTD is just going down to 26th Street 

and will no longer be going down to 28th Street.  They will no longer be going to the Circles of Learning 

Daycare but will be going to the cul-de-sac street before that and it will still go to Growth Enterprises.  Ms. 

Brown stated that they are doing something new with the #22 Route – there have been some request to 

service the OSF Clinic on IL-173 and a lot of requests to service the Armory.  For two different reasons it is 

just not possible with the budget and the timing to service these two locations all the time; RMTD will be 

making these two locations a demand response route to OSF Clinic on IL-173 and the Armory. 

Ms. Brown stated that these changes will go into effect on December 9, 2013.  The new schedules will be 

available no later than Monday, November 18, 2013. 

Ms. Brown stated that the night routes have several changes.  The biggest change is the Perryville/Alpine 

Route where the timing is going to change a little bit.  The first trip out from downtown will express out and 

start at Wal-Mart. 

Ms. Brown stated that RMTD feels overall the changes to the system will be a positive effect. 

 

6. FTA SECTION 5310 UPDATES: 

Mr. Diipla provided some background regarding MAP-21; with MAP-21 (the new Transportation LAW) for 

the first time in transportation management areas there is going to be a direct allocation of 5310 funds to the 

area.  Shortly after the last RMAP Mobility Subcommittee meeting in September RMAP received a letter 

from IDOT asking which direction we were planning to proceed.  In early September the FTA released 

proposed 5310 circular.  In response to the circular as well as the designated recipient selection, IDOT wanted 

to know where each of the TMA was at in the process.  Mr. Diipla referenced the letter provided to members 

for their review (Federal Section 5310 Program); which is an update to IDOT stating that RMAP is 

proceeding forward with this process and there have been discussion locally and the circular recommends 

that the designated recipient for the areas shall also be that agency that receive the 5307 funds; in the case of 

the Rockford Region it would be RMTD.  Mr. Diipla stated he would like to note that it is listed that IDOT 

will be a co-designated recipient for the funds.  What this means that RMAP will be allocated a certain 

amount each year through MAP-21 but the application process and procurement will be done through IDOT 

much like it’s done currently.  Mr. Diipla stated this is something brand new nationwide; the entire process of 

having direct recipients regionally.  Previously was solely discretionary and IDOT would give us the 

applications.  The interested agencies would apply and then they would go through the Subcommittee 

forwarded to IDOT.  IDOT would make the selection.  Mr. Diipla stated that it is his understanding that a 

similar process would take place.  Primary change would be that there would be an application on a local 

level and we would have more input on the number of vehicles awarded to each agency and it would be up to 

IDOT through their purchasing agreements to figure what is feasible in terms of the number of vehicles.  The 

allocation of funds will be just a little over a hundred thousand, so we could allocate it in such a way we 

would know for certain how many vehicles would be awarded within the area and then we would have to 

figure out which agency needs the vehicles.  Since MAP-21 is only a two year bill and the final regulations 

have not come out this could possibly change down the road but Mr. Diipla stated that in speaking with 

IDOT this seems to be the most feasible direction to take. 
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Mr. Diipla stated that as more information becomes available he will update the subcommittee. 

There was a brief discussion among members regarding 5310 funds. 

 

7. DISCUSSION:  None 

 

8. DISCUSSION: 

Ms. West stated that RAMP has and Independent Living Advocate, Mr. Eric Brown who has now transitioned 

to his new position at RAMP and he is their Education Advocacy person and was also accepted on the CDAG 

Committee. 

 

9. PROGRESS REPORTS: 

9.01  MAP-21: 

Mr. Diipla stated that RMTD Triennial Review is the first week of December and as part of that RMTD and 

RMAP have been working on updating RMTD’s TITLE VI and Environmental Justice document.  The 

previous document was completed in 2006 and since then FTA has released the new circular.  With the 

Census data that has been pulled from 2010 and some information from Vital Signs and other Employee 

Commuter data we’ve been able to compile and update the TITLE VI document for the new regulations.  This 

will be in a finalized draft form just to show FTA that this has been updated but is still subject to RMTD 

review and adoption by their board. 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT:  Chairman Haight entertained a motion to adjourn the November 12, 2013 meeting.  

Motion by Ms. Lisa Brown, RMTD and second motion by Ms. Rhonda West, RAMP, meeting adjourned at 

10:33 a.m. 
	


