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Meeting Minutes -- RATS Policy Committee 
Meeting Date: April 30, 1998 -- Machesney Park City Hall 

 
 
Members Present: Mayor Charles E. Box, City of 
Rockford; Steve Chapman representing Kristine Cohn, 
Winnebago County Board Chairman; President 
Stephen Kuhn, Village of Machesney Park;  District 
Engineer William D.  Ost, Illinois Department of 
Transportation, District 2; and Mayor Darryl F. Lind-
berg, City of Loves Park. 
 
Others Present:  Gary McIntyre, RATS; Russ Petrotte, 
RATS; Scott LaCoursiere, IDOT Dixon; Wayne Dust, 
City of Rockford Planning; Randy Blankenhorn, IDOT 
Springfield; Joe Vanderwerff, Winnebago County 
Highway Department; Dan Jacobson, Loves Park 
Planning; Bob Martin, Loves Park Transit . 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER: With a full quorum, Steve Kuhn 
called  the meeting to order at 1:40 PM.   
 
2.  COMMUNICATIONS:  Steve Chapman introduced a 
letter from Kristine Cohn authorizing him to represent 
her at this Policy Committee meeting. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes were not 
available. 
 
4.  UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM FOR RATS:    Russ 
Petrotte informed the Committee that no changes have 
been made to the draft work program (March 3rd 
version) distributed last month and discussed at the 
March 10th Policy Committee meeting.  He said the 
Technical Committee reviewed the program and 
recommended unanimously that it be approved.  He 
reiterated that the program funding is a 30% reduction 
from last year’s funding levels but that this may be 

reinstated later in the year when the federal 
transportation act is reauthorized.  He said the public 
has been given opportunities to comment on the 
program and no comments have been forthcoming.  
He said a draft of Resolution 98-1, approving the 
program, is included as part of the program and he 
asked the Committee to take action. 
 
Darryl Lindberg moved to approve Resolution 98-1.  
The motion was seconded by Charles Box.  With no 
requests for further discussion, the motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
5.  RIVERSIDE / ALPINE / FOREST HILLS CMS:  
Joe Vanderwerff reported that the consultant is aiming 
to produce a pre-final version of their report on this 
study within the next week or two.  The consultant will 
then be scheduling meetings with each of the 
jurisdictions involved in the area.  No major changes 
to the study or its recommendations, as presented to 
the Policy Committee at the March 10th meeting, are 
expected.  
 
6.2   FY99 TIP: Gary McIntyre distributed drafts of 
several of the tables to be included as part of the 
FY99 Transportation Improvement Program, Highway 
Element.  He said several agencies are behind in 
providing information on the projects they plan for the 
next three years.  He asked that the respective 
agencies get back to him as soon as possible.  Staff is 
aiming to have a full draft TIP available for the June 
RATS meetings and request adoption at the July 
meetings. 
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Russ Petrotte discussed some of the aspects of the 
Transit Element.  He said no federal funds for operating 
assistance are expected for RMTD and LPTS this year. 
 However, some help is expected via increased IDOT 
assistance and recent more liberal definitions of capital 
expenses by the Federal Transit Administration.  The 
latter allows RMTD and LPTS to charge certain 
maintenance items to capital grants.  Mr. Petrotte said 
he has developed drafts of several of the TIP tables 
and RMTD and LPTS are reviewing those materials at 
this time. 

 
The meeting was open to the public and opportunity for 
public comment on the development of the TIP was 
afforded but no comments were made. 
 
7 RATS MPO / TRANSIT OPERATOR 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT:   Russ Petrotte 
explained that there is a paragraph in the Federal 
Metropolitan Planning Guidance requiring cooperative 
planning between the MPO and the area’s public transit 
operators.  Such planning has been an intrinsic part of 
RATS for decades as evidenced by the TIP, LRP and 
UWP.   However, at our last Certification Review, the 
FTA/FHWA reiterated that they would like to see a 
formal document that specifically states such 
cooperation will take place.  At that time, the federal 
staff provided a copy of such an agreement used by the 
Miami Valley Transit Authority and the MPO in that 
area.  Using the Miami Valley document as a model, 
RATS staff drafted a proposed agreement between 
RATS, the Rockford Mass Transit District, the Loves 
Park Transit System and the Boone County Council on 
Ageing.  Mr. Petrotte distributed copies of the second 
version of this draft to the Committee.  He said the first 
version had been sent to the FTA for review and they 
had suggested a few minor changes.  He said the 
second version is now under review by the transit 
agencies and will also be sent to IDOT’s Division of 
Public Transportation for their comments. 
 
8.1 SPRINGFIELD / HARRISON PROJECT: Joe 
Vanderwerff reported that the property acquisition plan 
is being developed. 
 
8.2 REGIONAL GIS: Russ Petrotte reported that the 
contract for $80,000 in funding assistance from IDOT 
has been executed and we have been authorized to 
proceed.  In addition, we are in the final stages of 
executing a contract with the consultant, PlanGraphics, 
Inc. from Kentucky.  Staff is also involved in scheduling 

interview/needs assessment meetings between the 
consultant and area jurisdictions.  Hopefully, these 
meetings will commence in May.   
 
8.3 RATS TRAFFIC MODELING: Gary McIntyre 
reported that he is still working with the Tmodel 
Corporation in recalibrating the model for the Urban 
Area and expanding it into the Boone County part of 
the Metro Area.  He said the model will also have to 
be expanded to the west and north to help evaluate 
the Northwest Bypass proposal and to provide better 
overlap into the SLATS area.  Mr. McIntrye said that 
he is going to set up a demonstration of the model at 
the next RATS Policy Committee meeting scheduled 
in the Rockford City Hall. 
 
8.4 FHWA / FTA CERTIFICATION REVIEW: Gary 
McIntyre distributed copies of the final Certification 
Review report as prepared by the FHWA / FTA.  The  
report documents the federal findings regarding their 
assessment of RATS conducted last Fall.  Mr. 
McIntyre said there are no surprises in the report and 
we have been recertified to be in compliance with the 
Federal Metropolitan Planning Guidelines.  As already 
discussed, they have asked us to develop a more 
formal agreement with our transit operators, but 
otherwise we are in full compliance. 
 
8.5 FEDERAL LEGISLATION UPDATE:   Passage of 
the new federal surface transportation law is still 
pending.  Current indications are that the new law will 
be very similar to the current ISTEA, funding may be 
increased for highway projects and several special 
projects may be funded in northern Illinois, including 
the proposed I-90 / IL-173 Interchange. 
 
9.  OTHER BUSINESS:   Russ Petrotte reported that 
members of the transit agencies, the Park District and 
School District 205 investigated the idea of issuing 
free student bus passes this Summer, similar the “Sun 
Pass”  used in Peoria.  He said the group met twice 
and decided not to attempt implementation this 
Summer for the following reasons:  RMTD and LPTS 
already offer reduced fares for students year round.  
The cost to implement the program would be $3-5,000 
plus RMTD and LPTS would lose $5-8,000 in farebox 
revenues.  RMTD is already planning an experiment 
for the Summer, a shopping trolley in the East State 
Street Strip.  The timing is too short to adequately 
implement and publicize the proposal.  The operators 
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have not rejected the idea but feel the Summer of ‘99 
might be more appropriate.  
 
10.  ADJOURNMENT: At 2:07 PM Darryl Lindberg 
moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Charles Box and approved unanimously. 


