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Members Present: Darryl Lindberg, Mayor, Loves 
Park; Stephen Kuhn, President, Machesney Park; 
Charles Box, Mayor, Rockford; Steve Chapman 
representing Kristine Cohn, Chairman, Winnebago 
County Board; Mary Allen Verdun representing Bill Ost, 
District Engineer, IDOT District 2. 
 
Others Present:  Hong Liu, Rockford Public Works; 
Dan Jacobson, Loves Park Planning; David Noel, 
Winnebago County Planning; Joe Vanderwerff, 
Winnebago County Highway Department; Jon-Paul 
Kohler, FHWA; Carl Mikyska and Bob Soltau IDOT 
Springfield; Nathan Howard, William Charles Ltd.; 
Laura Meehan, Suzanne Greenwell, Marilyn Ginestra, 
Phil Ginestra and Madelynn Johnson, all residents 
along Sage Drive; and Russ Petrotte and Gary McIn-
tyre, RATS staff. 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER :  With a quorum present, RATS 
Chairman Stephen Kuhn called the meeting to order at 
1:35 PM.  Letters were presented from Mary Allen 
Verdun and Steve Chapman establishing their author-
ity to represent Bill Ost and Kristine Cohn, respectively. 
 
2.  COMMUNICATIONS: None. 
 
Chairman Kuhn altered the agenda sequence to allow 
members of the public to present information regarding 
the Sage Drive traffic signal issue. 
 

Phil Genestra addressed the Committee.   He stated 
that in 1996 there were only 200-300 vehicles traveling 
on Sage Drive on most days.  Today, since Sage has 
been opened through to Riverside, traffic has 
increased to 1,200 – 1,300 vehicles per day.  He  said 
this is having a serious detrimental impact on the 
quality of life and safety of children along the street.  
He said the addition of a signal light at Sage and 
Riverside would only serve to encourage further cut 
through traffic on Sage and aggravate the problem.  He 
distributed a map showing a proposed solution to this 
problem.   The solution involves: (1)  relocating Hiatt 
Drive to align with Cub Food Drive; (2) connecting Hiatt 
to Simond; (3) extending Charing Drive eastward to 
intersect with Hiatt; and, disconnecting and cul-de-
sacing Sage Drive at a point shortly south of Charing 
Drive.  He said this would allow the development of an 
intense commercial area between Hiatt, Simond, 
Alpine and Riverside.  The high density residential at 
the end of Sage Drive would not be adversely 
impacted and the low density residential on the south 
segment of Sage would be greatly improved. 
 
Madelynn Johnson objected strongly to the alderman’s 
 proposal to put a signal light at Riverside and Sage.   
She said if this light is placed there it must be pre-
ceded by other measures or traffic will divert down 
Sage Drive.  She said it is mandatory that the signal 
lights on Riverside / Alpine / and Forest Hills be 
properly timed first.  With the congestion now caused 
by poor signal timing, many motorists already divert 
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toward Sage.  A signal will only make that easier.  She 
said the signal at Sage, if installed, must have a very 

short signal phase to discourage through traffic.  Also, 
speed bumps must be installed on Sage first. 
 

After a brief discussion, Darryl Lindberg moved to 
forward the information from the Sage Drive citizens to 
the RATS Technical Committee for review and 
evaluation.  The motion was seconded by Charles Box 
and approved unanimously. 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Darryl Lindberg 
moved to approve the minutes of the June 25, 1998 
meeting.  The motion was seconded by Charles Box 
and approved unanimously without correction or 
discussion. 
 
4.  FY99 TIP: Russ Petrotte distributed copies of the  
August 6, 1998 version of the proposed FY99 TIP.  
Gary McIntyre called the Committee’s attention to the  
July 30, 1998 memo that listed changes to previous 
versions of the TIP.  He reviewed the items in this 
memo and stated that all of these changes have been 
incorporated into the August 6th version.  He said it was 
likely there would be further additions to the highway 
project lists as agencies who have not yet responded 
submit information to him.  Mr. McIntyre also pointed 
out two possible project implementation situations that 
could create significant traffic congestion if these 
projects are implemented simultaneously.  One could 
occur in FY99 and the other in FY00.  He urged the 
responsible agencies to coordinate the timing of these 
improvements.  Mr. Petrotte said there are no further 
changes proposed to the Transit Element of the TIP 
beyond those presented to the Committee at their June 
25th meeting.  He said the Technical Committee has 
recommended unanimously that the TIP be adopted as 
presented (the August 6, 1998 version).  A motion was 
made by Charles Box to approve RATS Resolution 98-
2 and thereby adopt the August 6, 1998 version of the 
FY99 TIP.  The motion was seconded by Darryl 
Lindberg.  With no further comment or discussion the 
motion was approved unanimously. 
 
5.  RIVERSIDE / ALPINE / FOREST HILLS CMS: Joe 
Vanderwerff reported that the Riverside CMS has been 
presented to Rockford, Loves Park and the County in 
separate meetings.  A request was made in Loves 
Park to consider a U-turn that would allow eastbound 
traffic to return westbound in the stretch of Riverside 
east of Alpine Road.  Gary McIntye researched such 
facilities and found that they require a very large 
median for sufficient turning radius.  In the Chicago 

area one such U-turn is now being constructed in a 42-
foot median.  The median size is far too small along 
Riverside.  Mr. Vanderwerff said that additional 
suggestions such as this could be investigated in the 
“Phase I Engineering Study.”   He asked that all further 
comments on the CMS study be submitted by August 
14th so the consultant can complete the final draft in a 
timely manner.  RATS and participating agencies will 
be asked to adopt the study.   
 
6.1  SPRINGFIELD / HARRISON EXTENSION: Joe 
Vanderwerff reported that the final ROW plats and 
plans have been sent to IDOT for review.  He expects 
to begin ROW acquisition in the near future. 
 
6.2  REGIONAL GIS STUDY:  Russ Petrotte distrib-
uted copies of the consultant’s report documenting the 
results of the workshop that was conducted on July 
15th and 16th.  The acronym “WinGIS” has been 
selected as the name for the GIS effort.   He said the 
study is progressing steadily.   He said a meeting of a 
subgroup of the WinGIS Technical Committee was 
held yesterday for the purpose of determining the need 
and some of the specifications for new aerial 
photography.  The group concluded that new photos 
are definitely necessary; they should be obtained in 
digital format and at flight elevations low enough to 
produce accurate one-foot contour interval topography. 
 Actual topographic mapping would be done as a 
separate part of the project on an incremental and as-
needed basis.  The group also determined that there is 
a need for more detailed ground control and that the 
control points should be permanently monumented so 
that they can be reused in perpetuity.  
 
7.  OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business a 
motion was made and unanimously approved to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 


