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Meeting Minutes – RATS Technical Committee 
Meeting Date: June 18, 1998 -- Loves Park City Hall 

 
Members Present: Hong Liu, Rockford Public Works; 
Dan Jacobson, Loves Park Planning; Terry Houghton, 
Rockford Mass Transit; David Noel, Winnebago 
County Planning, Chad Atkinson, Machesney Park 
Planning; Rich Lundin, Boone County Highway 
Department; Dave Dratnol, Winnebago County 
Planning; Russ Petrotte, representing Rockford 
Community Development. 
 
Others Present: Anna Grey, Boone County Council on 
Ageing; Mike Williamson and Bob Soltau, IDOT 
Division of Urban Program Planning. 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND MINUTES: With a quorum 
present, Russ Petrotte called  the meeting to order at 
10:05 PM.   Persons present introduced themselves. 
Mr. Petrotte stated that the minutes of the April 23, 
1998 meeting were still in preparation and would be 
presented at the next meeting. 
 
2.  AGENCY REPORTS: Reports on the progress of 
current projects were presented as follows:  David 
Dratnol, Dan Jacobson and Rich Lundin updated the 
Committee on the progress of ongoing highway 
construction projects in their respective jurisdictions.  
Their information will be included in the next TIP Status 
Report.  Hong Liu reported that the City Public Works 
Department now has a new Director, William Bittner.  
Russ Petrotte reported that the Rockford Community 
Development Department also has a new Director, 
Barbara Richardson. 
 
Mike Williamson reported that he had received Mr. 
Petrotte’s letter regarding necessary legal research in 

conjunction with the RATS Regional GIS study.  He 
said the matter had been referred to IDOT legal staff.  
That staff will be asked to contact the GIS consultant 
regarding the legal questions that need to be ad-
dressed and the timing for the completion of the work. 
 
Bob Soltau spent about five minutes discussing the 
provisions of the new federal surface transportation bill. 
 The new bill is titled the “Transportation Equity Act for 
the 21st Century” or “T21" for short.  A total of $218 
billion is authorized overt the next six years ($63 billion 
more than the last act). $203 billion is supposedly 
guaranteed to be spent with $15 billion more subject to 
annual appropriations.  The Highway portion is up 43% 
and the Transit portion is up 32% over the amounts 
authorized in the ISTEA but the program structures are 
essentially the same.  (Included with these minutes is 
an 11-page summary of the  provisions.  These are 
preliminary interpretations prepared recently by IDOT 
staff.  Further clarifications will follow in the coming 
months.)  
 
Dan Jacobson distributed a copy of a Loves Park 
ordinance used in permitting and regulating trucks in 
the City.  He discussed the ordinance and briefed the 
Committee on the progress of the RATS Truck Route 
and Hazardous Cargo Subcommittee.  The Subcom-
mittee is attempting to devise a regional truck and 
hazardous cargo routing system.  Persons interested in 
this work should contact Gary McIntyre at 815-987-
5638. 
 

3.  DRAFT FY99 TIP:  Russ Petrotte called the Com-
mittee’s attention to the Draft FY99 Transportation 
Improvement Program that was mailed to all persons 

on the RATS mailing list on June 12, 1998.  The 
mailing included text describing the general TIP 
process, explanations of the project selection process 
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and funding sources for both transit and highway 
projects and several tables listing proposed transit 
projects both operating and capital.  He noted that the 
proposed activities of the Boone County Council on 
Ageing (BCCA) are now much more extensively 
described in the TIP.  BCCA serves a large part of the 
RATS Metro Area with paratransit services.  He 
highlighted the various transit tables and noted the 
capital projects proposed by the operators.  He said 
the operators are in concurrence that the projects are  
needed.  There is more than sufficient funding for the 
capital projects.  In fact there is a $1.4 million surplus 
but this surplus is deceiving because the operators bus 
replacement needs are cyclical and we are at a 
temporary low.  Included as part of this draft is a 
vehicle replacement schedule which shows  that within 
10 years the operators will be facing severe funding 
shortages, given current formula fund trends and 
constraints. 
 
Mr. Petrotte discussed the funding needs of the 
agencies that use Section 5310 and 5311 discretionary 
funds.  Included in the 5310 table (Table 8) are 
requests for 4 replacement paratransit vehicles for the 
Boone County Council on Ageing and one vehicle for 
the Barbara Olson Center of Hope.  Anna Grey noted 
that she has also applied for capital funds from the 
5311 program.  Specifically, she has requested $3,250 
for five fareboxes and $20,000 for  a computer system 
for the BCCA transportation program.  Mr. Petrotte said 
he would include this request in the TIP. 
 
Mr. Petrotte distributed copies of the Highway project 
tables.  He said Mr. McIntyre has been having difficulty 
getting complete lists of proposed projects from the 
various participating agencies but he has included 
everything that has been submitted to date.  He said it 
is fairly certain where most of the federally-allocated 
funds will be spent, but many locally funded projects 
remain undecided.  Over the next couple weeks Mr. 
McIntyre will attempt to pin down the remainder of the 
projects.  Committee members were asked to attend to 
their project lists and get back to Mr. McIntyre as soon 
as possible.  Mr. Petrotte said we are aiming to get the 
draft TIP finalized and adopted at the RATS meetings 
next month so that no bid lettings will be delayed.  
However, it may be necessary to amend the TIP later 
in the year as a more complete list of local projects is 
developed.     
 
4. RIVERSIDE/ALPINE / FOREST HILLS CMS: David 
Dratnol reported that the consultant has completed a 
final or near final draft of the study and he has mailed it 

out to all RATS and government participants who 
showed an interest in the study.  He said additional 
copies are available upon request.  Copies will also be 
given to public citizens upon request.  He said meet-
ings with the top officials of the agencies affected by 
the study are being planned. 
 
5.1.  REGIONAL GIS STUDY:  Russ Petrotte reported 
that the consultant conducted a series of information 
gathering meetings over a week-long period at the end 
of May.  He said the 11 funding participants were all 
interviewed as well as several other agencies that have 
GIS needs or data that would be of value to a Regional 
GIS (such as School District 205, the Board of 
Elections, the U. of I. Medical School, Townships and 
others).  A detailed questionnaire was distributed to all. 
 These have been returned and forwarded to the 
consultant.  The consultant is now digesting this mass 
of information.  They plan on developing a draft of the 
first phase of the report before mid-July.  Additional 
meetings between the consultant and participants are 
scheduled for July 15th and 16th and the consultant will 
also be meeting individually with the top officials from  
the largest jurisdictions during the week of July 6th.    
 
5.2  SPRINGFIELD/HARRISON:  David Dratnol 
reported that work is now beginning on the preliminary 
aspects of property acquisition for the project.  He said 
that the IDOT Dixon office has assured that $800,000 
in federal funding will be available for this purpose.  Mr. 
Dratnol asked if the TIP needs to be amended to 
reflect this.  Mr. Petrotte said that he thought it already 
did but he would check with Mr. McIntyre about the 
matter. 

 
6.  COMMUNICATIONS:   The IDOT Fall Planning 
Conference is scheduled for the afternoon of Septem-
ber 24th and the morning of September 25th .  It will be 
held at Jumers in Bloomington, Illinois.  Rooms are 
available at $50.00, single occupancy. 
 
7.  OTHER BUSINESS: Mr. Petrotte said RMTD and  
LPTS intend to hire a consultant for the purpose of 
conducting a comprehensive Route and Schedule 
Analysis of their collective transit systems.  The study 
may begin within the next 3-6 months and may be 
conducted in two phases: the first to evaluate existing 
conditions and the second to investigate proposals for 
expanded or altered service.  The operators will be 
using FTA 5307 funds and the cost of the study will be 
negotiated but is likely to be between $50-100K 
depending on the issues addressed. 
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8.  ADJOURNMENT: With no further business a 
motion was made and unanimously approved to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 


