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Members Present: 
Mary Abernathy, Village of Roscoe; 
Steve Ernst, Rockford Public Works; 
Rick Guilandi, IDOT District 2; 
Paula Hughes, Rockford Mass Transit Distric
Craig Lawler, Belvidere Public Works D
Rich Lundin, Boone County High
David Noel, City of Loves Park; 
Mark Painter, Village of Winnebago; 
Dave Spotts, Winn
 
Others Present: 
Bunny Anderson, IL State Toll Highway Author
Ed Barsotti, League of Illinois Bicyclists (LIB)
Lisa Brown, Rockford Mass Transit D
Angelo Caruwana, Citizen, Realtor; 
Marie Colehour, Citizen, Bus Rider; 
Steve Hotler, Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski Club; 
Jean Kennerly, Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski Club, LIB; 
Fred Kennerly, Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski Club, LIB; 
Rev. Emmanuel Leek, Allen Chapel AME Chur
Chris Lehamn, Northern Public Radio (WNIJ); 
Greg Luna, Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski Club; 
Mark McDonald, Blackhawk 
Gary McIntyre, RATS staff; 
Russ Miland, Blackhawk Bic
Russ Petrotte, RATS staff; 
Jim Powers; Greater
Bob Ryder, WTVO; 
Bob Soltau, IDOT - Springfield; 
Lisa Stifel, Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski C
Rick Strader, Rockford Park District; 
Tommy Unzicker, Citizen, Bus Rider; 
P
 
Members Absent: 
Greater Rockford Airport Au
Loves Park Public Works; 
Rockforfd CD Department; 
Village of Cherry Valley; 
V
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER / APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  At 10:10 
am, Steve Ernst called the meeting to order.  The minutes of 

agenda to allow the p

previous meetings were laid over.  Mr. Ernst adjusted the 
centives to make improvements. 

 

is
 
5.  PRESENTATION BY ED BARSOTTI ON BICYCLE / 
PEDESTRIAN ISSUES: Ed Barsotti, the Executive Director of 
the League of Illinois Bicyclists (LIB) gave a presentation on 
how to improve the bike and pedestrian friendliness of 
communities.  His presentation was accompanied 
Power Point slides and is summarized as follows.  
 
In a bicycle-friendly town both adults and children can safely 
use bikes to travel throughout the town.  The presence of bikes 
and pedestrians is an indicator of the community’s livability.  57 
million Americans now bike for many reasons including health, 
recreation, and as a means to work.  In a recent survey, 53% of 
the respondents said they would like to see more spent on bike 
facilities, even if it means less spent on roads.  Currently 52% 
of bike trips are for recreation.  Many more trips could be made 
by bike because 50% of all car trips are less than three miles.  
In a recent survey, 50% of the respondents support requiring 
roads to have 
for cars. 
 
20% of the bicycling public are just like motorists in their travel 
characteristics and, therefore, all roads should be “bikeable” for 
these riders.  However, the vast majority of roads do not need 
significant changes to become more bike friendly.  One thing 
that would greatly improve the safety and friendliness of 
multilane roads is making the outside / curbside lanes slightly 
wider than the inside lanes – i.e.,  an 11-foot lane inside and a 
13-foot lane outside instead of two 12 foot lanes.  Paved 
shoulders are also of great benefit 
needed, bike friendly designs exist. 
 
Mr. Barscotti said there is a “bike / pedestrian level of service 
calculator” on his website.  This calculator takes into account 
such things as the average daily vehicular traffic, the number 
and width of lanes, the existence of shoulders, parking and bike 
lanes, the roadway speed limit, and the condition of the 
pavement.  This calculator can help communities pick routes for 
a community bike network,  identify weak links in the network, 
develop a suitability map, prioritize projects, and evaluate 
alternate treatments.   It can also rai
in
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Even on busy roads, communities should be aware and accept 
the fact that bicyclists will be there to some extent.  Therefore, 
the community should do whatever it can to make those 
situations safer.  This will benefit motorists as well.  There are a 
variety of proven techniques that can make crossing busy roads 
safer for  pedestrians and cyclists – islands and road 
narrowings are examples.   Sidepaths are good options for 
busier, faster roads that do not have a lot of crossings for the 
ped/cyclist to contend with.  However, where crossings are 

equent, separated paths can actually be more dangerous. 

hown that 
ajor crime is dramatically lowered along trails and the trails 

nds for area’s that do not meet air pollution 
tandards, funds from the Illinois Department of Natural 

l coordination takes place, supportive policies and 
rdinances are developed, and improvement needs are 

l centers, 

provided at only a couple of locations – and 
at biking should be mainstreamed into the transportation 

Barsotti can be reached at 630-978-0583 or at 

fr  
There are visibility problems.  Also, motorists making some 
types of turns do not anticipate that they will be crossing a bike 
path. 
 
A frequent obstacle to bike/pedestrian trails are the common 
misconceptions that trails will bring vandals or other 
lawbreakers and that trails will reduce the monetary value of 
adjacent properties.  In fact, national studies have s
m
have a neutral to slightly positive effect on property values.  In 
many cases, outspoken opponents of trails have become trail-
supporters after a trail is built near their properties. 
 
Several funding sources are available to assist in planning and 
building paths.  These include the “enhancement” funds of 
TEA-21, CMAQ fu
s
Resources, and funds from the Recreational Trails Program.  
Most of these require a 20% local match.  IDNR funds require a 
50% local match. 
 
To make a community bike friendly other infrastructure 
elements are needed: bike racks, signs and route markings, 
and racks on transit buses.  The later can greatly expand the 
service capability of a mass transit system.  To get started 
making a community bike / pedestrian friendly a “bikeway plan” 
is useful.  As part of the process of creating such a plan, the 
current conditions are thoroughly assessed, intra and inter-
jurisdictiona
o
identified, prioritized and programmed.  Such a plan makes it 
easier to qualify for the funding assistance mentioned 
previously. 
 
Bike / pedestrian route planning is a matter of connecting 
destinations – places where people frequently travel to and 
from: downtowns, train or transit stations, commercia
recreational areas, and schools.  It is also very important to be 
opportunistic when planning routes and route improvements.  It 
is easier to piggyback them onto other major roadbuilding or 
development projects than as standalone projects. 
Another step that is helpful in promoting a bike friendly 
community is forming a standing bike/ped advisory committee 
composed of representatives from the various jurisdictions in 
the area and, within each jurisdiction, designating a staff person 
to be responsible for bike/ped issues.  This committee and 
these individuals should be charged with the responsibility of 

Mr. Barsotti concluded by emphasizing that bicycling is an 
integral part of the transportation system – not an optional extra 
or something to be 

reviewing proposed roadway improvement and land 
development designs for their impact on the bike/ped situation. 

th
planning process. 
 
Mr. 
ed@bikelib.org. Resources for obtaining additional information 

fo.org
are: 
· www.bicyclingin  
· www.bicyclefriendlycommunity.org 
· www.biklib.org 
· AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities  

www.transportation.org/publications/bookstore.nsf  
 
After a brief discussion of some of the topics discussed by Mr. 
Barsotti, the Committee thanked him for his presentation and 

 
 reflect these comments and redistributed with the next 

he reopening of the Belvidere Oasis (I-90 Tollway) will likely 

eeting is 
cheduled for June 15, 2004.  Invited are police agencies, mass 

he Federal Transportation bill has not yet been re-authorized. 

.  
he exact opening and deadline dates are not set but area 

red in detail.  In an adjacent room those 
iscussions continued well past the Technical Committee 

final version of 
e FY 2005 UWP.  He noted the following changes from the 

draft UWP that had been presented in March. 

Steve Ernst directed attention to the other items on the agenda. 
 
2. AGENCY REPORTS:  Several of the members present gave 
reports on the status of the improvement projects under their 
respective jurisdictions.  The TIP Status Report will be updated
to
mailout.  In addition, the following information is noteworthy. 
 
T
be in June. 
 
An Intelligent Transportation System informational m
s
transit agencies and others interested in this topic. 
 
T
 We are continuing to function on extensions of TEA-21. 
 
The last round of Illinois Tomorrow grants will be offered soon
T
communities should be thinking of possible grant requests. 
 
Considerable discussion was devoted to the recent route and 
schedule changes to the Rockford Mass Transit system.  
Several bus riders and their supporters were present.  They 
posed questions about a number of inconveniences they are 
experiencing.  Because these are strictly operational issues, 
Lisa Brown from RMTD was asked to address the concerns.  
After some discussion, it was determined that the Technical 
Committee could not be of much assistance in the matter and 
the bus patrons were asked to accompany Ms Brown to 
another meeting room where the route and schedule matters 
could be explo
d
meeting itself.  
 
3. RATS UNIFIED WORK PROGRAM FOR (UWP) FOR FY 
2005:  Russ Petrotte discussed the proposed 
th
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· The total funding allocated to the Rockford area by IDOT 

d use plans and 
ordinances.  This may be also be incorporated into the 

00, and FY 2005, $20,000. 

s been added to the final 
UWP.  The exact source or amount of funding for this has 

 to the final UWP.  These 
are expanded explanations of the work topics summarized 

d should time and funding 
permit as the year progresses. 

tion. 

is final 
WP and asked for Technical Committee concurrence.  A 

ject 
rogramming proposals necessary for the development of the 

taff would 
ne.  This 
ars: 

hrough June 30, 2005 
FY 2006 – July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006 

 first will be an educational 
art that will be conducted by the Metropolitan Planning 

expressed 
oncern that RATS may be holding the area back from 

 be more easily obtained if the area 
as still in SLATS.  RATS staff expressed doubt that this could 

.3 WinGIS – No report. 

eld Corridor Planning Study  – On May 19  a 
ommunity input meeting was held at a location near the 

e 
astern sections of the City of Loves Park.  A public 

s in the northeast Winnebago County sub-area. 

 is on hold 
ntil the full impact of recent route and schedule changes are 

. COMMUNICATIONS: Steve Ernst said he recently received 

te distributed copies of a somewhat erroneous 
rticle in the Rock River Times.  It is the reason several 

 copies of our annual 
nouncement of RATS planning activities, as published in 

9.  ADJOURNMENT:  With no further business to conduct, 
Rich Lundin moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Craig Lawler and approved unanimously at 
approximately 12:13 PM. 

remains the same ($384,771) but the mix of funding has 
changed slightly ($16,376 more FHWA PL funds and less 
FTA 5303 funds). 

 
· The continuing studies of the Rockford Land Use Plan and 

the Rockford Zoning Ordinance have been lumped together 
and expanded to include area-wide lan

Long-Range Transportation Plan update effort. The total 
allocation for this work was $40,000 – divided between FY 
2004, $20,0

 
· The funding available for the Long-Range Plan Update was 

overstated in the draft UWP.  The amount available is 
$114,000. 

 
· The study of the feasibility of removing the tolls on the 

Rockford area section of I-90 ha

not been settled.  It will likely range between $75,000 and 
$100,000 (plus local match) and will come from either 
FHWA PL funds or SPR funds. 

 
· Page 17 to 23 have been added

in Chart 6.  Also discussed in these pages are additional 
work topics that can be considere

 
· Added on Page 25 is the Annual MPO / IDOT planning 

process certification resolu
 
· Added on Page 26, the last page, is proposed RATS 

Resolution 2004-5 – the Policy Committee resolution to 
adopt the FY 2005 UWP. 

 
Mr. Petrotte said staff is recommending adoption of th
U
motion was made by Rich Lundin to recommend Policy 
Committee approval of Resolution 2004-5.  The motion was 
seconded by David Noel and approved unanimously.  
 
4.  RATS FY 2005 TIP: RATS staff requested that all 
participating agencies concentrate on developing the pro
p
FY 2005 Transportation Improvement Program.  S
like to develop a full draft of the FY 2005 TIP in Ju
includes all projects programmed for the following ye
 
· FY 2005 – July 1, 2004 t
· 
· FY 2007 – July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007 
 
6.  PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
6.1 Winnebago County Smart Growth (Phase 2) – The study 
has been divided into two parts.  The
p

Council.  The second will propose various smart growth policy 
and ordinance implementations and will be conducted by a 
consultant that is not yet selected. 
 
6.2 Roscoe-Rockton Public Transit Study – There was 
discussion of the need to provide public transit in the Roscoe -
Rockton area and the role RATS and SLATS plays in 
implementing such service.  Mary Abernathy 
c
receiving funds that could
w
be the case but will investigate the matter further. 
 
6
 
6.4  Commuter Rail Study – The consultant is in the data 
gathering phase of this study. 
 
6.5  Springfi th

c
corridor.  The meeting was attended by 75 persons.  The 
consultant will incorporate that input into a design proposal for 
the corridor. 
 
6.6 Boone/Winnebago/Rock Counties Transportation 
Modeling Study – The study is continuing to focus on the 
traffic situations in northeastern Winnebago County and th
e
informational open house is scheduled for May 25th.  Concept 
plans will be presented for six corridors and four major 
intersection
 
6.7  RMTD East Side Transfer Study  –  The study
u
assessed. 
 
6.8  IL-173 Corridor Planning Study – No report. 
 
7
a copy of a WisDOT report entitled: “Wisconsin Rail Issues and 
Opportunities Report.”  The report discusses the need to 
understand the way that rail serves the economy of Wisconsin. 
 
Russ Petrot
a
persons came to our RATS meeting today hoping to discuss 
operational issues pertaining to RMTD’s new routes and 
schedules. 
 
Mr. Petrotte also distributed
an
today’s Rock River Times. 
 
8.  OTHER BUSINESS:  None. 
  


