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July 23, 2010

" Hon. Ray LaHood

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
12™ and New Jersey, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Illinois Department of Transportation’s
TIGER II grant application for construction of the downtown rail station and other site
amenities in the City of Rockford.

The funds sought by IDOT will be used to create a rail station that will substantially
replicate the original Illinois Central station that was once the center of activity in the
core of Rockford. Combined with $60 million from the Illinois Jobs Now capital
program, passenger rail will become a reality in the Chicago-Rockford-Dubuque corridor
for the first time since 1981.

The citizens of the Rockford region have shown overwhelming support for passenger rail
projects and the elected officials that represent them are committed to work together to
make this important regional initiative a reality.

The passenger rail improvements in downtown Rockford are a top regional priority and
are a key component of the successful implementation of'transit-oriented development
that brings a sustainable and livable mixed use, mixed income revitalization that provides
more housing and transportation choices.

Once again, I strongly support the Illinois Department of Transportation’s TIGER II
grant application. I respectfully request that you give their application your full and fair
consideration. ' ’

Sincerely, :
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Member of Congress
16" District of Iilinois
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