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Belvidere Mayor
Fred Brereton
& Rockford Mayor
Doug Scott gather
over 50 elected 
officials from the
region to advocate
for passenger rail.
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Canadian National
Railway Company
announces the intent
to purchase the Illinois
Central Railroad.
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US Senator
Richard Durbin
& US Congressman
Donald Manzullo
provide a $200,000
earmark of transit
dollars to fund a
commuter rail
feasibility study.
The Northern
Illinois Commuter
Rail Initiative
(NICRI) is 
created.
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Rockford MPO
releases a new
2005-2035
Long Range
Transportation
Plan (LRTP). The
LRTP contains a
comprehensive
analysis of regional
economic development
linked to transportation.
Air cargo, logistics,
intermodal facilities &
rail freight improvements
are cornerstones of the
new transportation plan.

Year 2035 Long-Range Transportation Plan

Rockford Area Transportation Study

Ju
ly

 2
00

5

The Rockford
Global TradePark
is created from
the Industrial Jobs
Recovery Act with
6,600 acres around
RFD in the planning
area and 3,600 acres
in TIF districts.  The
TradePark becomes
a highly successful
public-private
partnership (PPP).
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Daimler-Chrysler
announces a $419
million expansion
and retooling
of the Belvidere
Assembly plant as
an industry-leading
model of flexible
manufacturing.
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The Winnebago
County Rail
Authority is 
created by the 
Illinois General
Assembly.
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The City of Rockford
builds Logistics Park,
a 40 acre industrial
park featuring rail
access.  Located
within the Global
TradePark the
investment includes
water & sewer
extensions and
a new industrial
grade roadway
(Logistics Parkway).
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The economic
downturm starts
and local
manufacturing
companies are
hit particularly
hard, especially
in the auto industry.
Boone & Winnebago
County are ranked
1st and 2nd in
unemployment and
economic distress.
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United Parcel
Service (UPS)
opens a parcel
sorting hub at
the Rockford
airport (RFD).
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Rockford Mayor
Larry Morrissey
& Winnebago County
Chairman Scott
Christiansen celebrate
the opening of a
1.5 million sq. ft.
Lowes distribution
facility designed
to serve 200
Lowes Home
Improvement 
stores in the
midwest.
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Illinois Governor Pat Quinn, Rockford Mayor
Larry Morrissey and Winnebago County
Chairman Scott Christiansen announce
Chinese Manufacturing company, Wanxiang
America Corporation, to build a solar panel
manufacturing facility and solar farm at the
Rockford Global TradePark. The project is part of a
renewable energy cluster at RFD and the Global
TradePark.  The new facility is the first direct
foreign investment project in the Global TradePark. 
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The IL General Assembly
approves a $31 billion Capital
Program. Substantial funds are
committed for the upgrade of
rail assets.
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President Obama &
the US Congress
approve the American
Recovery &
Reinvestment Act
(ARRA). Significant
dollars are programmed
for the upgrade
of rail assets
to promote economic
recovery and job creation.
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Boone County
& the City of
Belvidere Approve a
new Comprehensive
Plan that has
passenger rail as
a major focal point
of downtown development
and the Flora Neighborhood
Plan for transit-oriented
development near
Interstate 90 (the Jane
Addams Memorial
Tollway).N
ov
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The City of
Rockford
releases a
comprehensive
Rail Consolidation
Study that details
strategies for
future freight rail
investments for
the four rail
companies serving
the region.S
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UPS expands their capacity at RFD by 50%.
The $25 million project increases sorting capability
from 82,000 packages per hour to 121,000.  As many
as 200 new jobs are added to the existing UPS workforce
in Rockford of 1,450 employees.  In addition UPS invests
$7.4 million to build a 70,000 sq. ft. heavy freight facility at RFD.

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

06

Tandem Development
Group breaks ground
on a $40 million air 
cargo center at RFD.
The 400,000 sq. ft.
facility will have direct
runway access and 20
truck docks.  UPS is
currently using the ramps
of the 1st phase 72,000
sq. ft. spec building from
the Tandem project.A
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Illinois DOT
releases an
Amtrak Feasibility
Study for new
inter-city
passenger rail
service between
Chicago and
Dubuque.Ju

ne
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Anderson Packaging builds a $15 million,
260,000 sq. ft., 150 employee building
expansion and pedestrian bridge project in
the Global TradePark, marking it the largest
pharmaceutical packaging site in the world
at 1.2 million sq. ft.  It is the 3rd expansion
project for the company in the Rockford
Global TradePark.S
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The Canadian Pacific
Railroad acquires the
assets of the DM & E
and IC & E railroads.
The acquisition has
the potential to use
existing rail assets
in the Rockford region
as an intermodal
facility along a 2nd
CP transcontinental
route through Chicago.O
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NICTI and RMAP select the Union Pacific
Belvidere Subdivision route (CR6) as the
Locally Preferred Alternative.  Amtrak
and IDOT are asked to co-locate
inter-city passenger service and commuter
service in the same rail corridor to match
the regional planning consensus.  Regional
leaders call for co-location as the most
prudent expenditure of public funds.
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The Tri-State Alliance is
formed and holds its
first regional summit
in Freeport, IL.
Regional leaders from
Iowa, Illinois and 
Wisconsin meet to 
advocate  for inter-city
passenger rail (Chicago to
Dubuque) and several major
surface transportation projects.A
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NICRI releases
the final report
on commuter
rail feasibility.
The report
overwhelmingly
demonstrates
the need and
sustainability
of commuter rail
for the region.N
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US Senator
Richard Durbin
& US Congressman
Donald Manzullo
provide a $3 million
earmark for a formal
Alternatives Analysis
in the Federal Transit
Administration’s (FTA)
New Starts program.
The steering group is 
changed to the Northern
Illinois Commuter
Transportation Initiative
(NICTI) to reflect the
New Starts guidance.M
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The Rockford Area Economic Development
Council, Growth Dimensions and Northern
Illinois University complete a Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and
begin the process of securing Economic
Development District (EDD) status.
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